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In order that our sabscribers may understand 
our treatment of renewals, we would say that this 
journal is sent continuously until countermanded. 
When the subscription expires we send a bill for 
the next year and a return envelope and, as is the 
custom of publishers, continue sending the paper 
until we receive orders to the contrary,, either 
through the post office, personally or by letter. 

Such order not being received, we very reason- 
ably assume that the subscription is to be re- 
newed. 

This is certainly all we can do. 

We at one time tried the other means o£ deal- 
ing with this matter and ceased sending papers at 
once upon the expiration of the subscription. This 
caused considerable dissatisfaction, and especially 
as we exhausted one or two months' issues and 
were, therefore, unable to supply these numbers 
to those who had failed to receive them. 



In connection with this subject we may. be 
pardoned a word about the paper itself. We have 
striven in every way to make Thb Dbcobator 
AND Furnisher the representative journal of its 
kind in the world. Many of our exchanges at 
home and abroad have noticed and denominated 
it as such, and comparisons which every oue is at 
liberty to make between our ; pages and those of 
any other publication in the same field- will show 
that we give a larger number of illustrations, that 
they are of equally good design and equally well 
engraved and printed. 

If our designs are not satisfactory, the reason 
for it is beyond our power to discern, we have the 
assistance of the very best artists. Certainly no 
one can question the ability of Thomson, Polby, 
Halm or Guastavino, and one of these gentlemen 
has been represented in almost every issue. Art- 
mann, Anspachbb, Stibpbvich are unsurpassed 
as decorators, and many of their pieces have been 
given by us, drawn by their own pencils. We 
have placed confidence in the abilities of these 
parties who are weekly and daily producing works 
for persons of the very highest and best art 
judgment. 



That we should please everyone would be an 
unreasonable proposition, that we do please the 
majority of persons who see our paper is evidenced 
by' the fact that the daily receipts from new sub- 
scribers have been larger during the last three 
months than any previous three months during 
our existence as a paper. And this increase seems 
to be in itself increasing. 

Yet there are thousands of possible subscribers 
who have thus far given us no support. Many of 



the furniture houses fail to subscribe, and still we 
give monthly, twenty pages of designs expressly 
for their trade, and have received conclusive evi- 
dence of their value from the contents of letters 
written us voluntarily by those who take it. 

We do not wish it to be construed into an 
appeal for subscribers, but we do feel that aside 
from the support which a journal such as ours — 
elaborate, expensive in make up, and thorough in 
its scope — should receive from the trades to which 
it directly applies and which it in a measure 
supports, there is the more powerful reason, that 
of a quid pro quo, which we give to every sub- 
scriber. 



With all our advance and improvement in the 
art of furniture manufacture, we are still wanting 
in the desirable quality of comfort. Our colon- 
ial ancestors, with their apparently straight-back 
chairs, deficient in upholstering and lacking in 
those soft spots which we find without difficulty 
in the modem easy chair, had yet very good 
ideas concerning comfort and fitted the curves of 
the human frame so admirably in their chairs as 
to support its weak points and make sitting an 
absolute pleasure. Such was the Colonial chair 
and we can understand the enjoyment taken by 
our forefathers in the perfection of their furniture 
which compensated for the lack of so called 
"modern improvements" in the other departments 
of the household. 



It is unfortunate that the authorities of our 
city or the controlling power in the telegraph 
companies, will not appreciate the advantages of 
placing the wires under ground. 

In many ways the unsightly wires extending 
through the streets from ungainly poles, are in- 
struments of danger as weU as destroying all 
possible chances of the picturesque in our street 
effects. 

A recent fire where the efforts of the firemen 
to reach the occupants' of the building were frus- 
trated by the numerous lines which stretched 
before the windows and made it impossible to 
raise ladders, resulted in the death of six persons. 
This and similar incidents happening heretofore, 
should show the necessity of some action looking 
to the doing away with these obstructions. 



There appears to be a terrible disregard for 
the safety of the audience in the construction of 
ou^r theatres. The disposition to increase the seat- 
ing capacity outweighs all other considerations, 
and we find places where the audiences are re- 
quired to climb flights of steep and narrow stairs 
to reach the auditorium, and climb other and 
equally dangerous flights to get from that point to 
the galleries. 

There are two houses upon upper Broadway 
which are especially dangerous in this respect, and 
the popularity of both, one through the peculiarity 
of its prevailing play and the other by the con- 
structive beauty of the building, adds to the risk. 



An ingenious Israelite of German origin has 
been unearthed at a thriving trade in Jerusalem. 
He has been manufacturing spurious inscriptions, 
carving them on fragments of stone with a knife 
and soaking the stone in lye to give it the hoari- 
ness of age, thus producing curiosities which have 
been eagerly purchased by areheologists of the 
amateur variety. A couple of Bedouins have been 
in league with him, he providing them with stones 
which they vended among tourists, representing 
them as having been found in the desert. Thou- 
sands of pounds a year have, it is believed, been 
harvested by this clever swindler in the last decade. 



